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Abstract: In india, to evaluate the academic related work of an educator (Assistant Professor/ 

Associate Professor/Professor), API (Academic Performance Indicators) has been introduced by 
University Grants Commission (UGC). As per UGC regulations, the AP! score is being used for 

Career Advancement Scheme (CAS) promotions for Assistant Professors, Associate Professors 
and Professors and for direct recruitment of Associate Professor and Professor in universities and 
colleges. Based on the teacher's self assessment, UGC proposed APl scores for a) teaching related 
activities; domain knowledge; b) participation in examination and evaluation and c) contribution 
to innovative teaching, new courses etc. In connection to this, UGC has defined different nature 

of activities or metrics for determination of API score for an individual. Along with the existing 
ones, this paper proposes some new metrics for a better and precise evaluation of the academic 
related activities of an academician. 

Keywords: Academic Performance Indicator, Career Advancement Scheme, Gazette, E-tutorial, 
E-content. 

a) Category I: Teaching, Learning and Evaluation re. 

lated activities: This section emphasizes on direct 
teaching, examination duties (question paper set-
ting, invigilation, evaiuation of answer scripts), inn0 
vative teaching (learning methodologies, updating of 
subject contents/ courses, mentoring etc.) 

Introduction 
Evaluation of work is an essential part for any 
organization. One of the most important aspects of any 
organization is assessment of its employee's work over 
a certain period of time. One of the most significant 
sectors in a country is the education sector, especially 
the higher education sector. In a developing nation like 
India, the sector of higher education must be taken 
care seriously. In order to make progress in the field 
of higher education, over the years the government of 
India has been taking severalinitiatives, projects etc. 
In this regard, UGC had introduced certain regulations 
for appointment of teachers and other academic 
staffs in universities and colleges and measures for the 
maintenance of standards in higher education. In this 
endeavour, UGC proposed API (Academic Performance 
Indicators) scores for CAS (Career Advancement 
Scheme) promotion for assistant professors, associate 
professors and professors and for direct recruitment of 
associate professor and professor in universities and 
colleges throughout lndia. 

b) Category 1: Professional Development, Co-curricu lar and Extension Activities: This section emphasizes 
on a) student related co-curricular, extension, and 
field based activities, b) Contribution to corporate life and management of sports units and institution 
through participation in sports and administrative 
committees and responsibilities and c) Professional 
development activities. 

c) Category 11: Research and Academic Contributions 
:This section emphasizes on resea rch papers pub-lication in referred journals, publications of books, 
chapters in books research projects undertaken, re-
search guidance and awards / fellowships/ Invited 
lecturers delivered/ papers presented in conferences 
seminars. Existing Metrics 

In the following we will mention about the different 
sections of "The Gazette of India, No. 285, published on 
11th July 2016".The UGC had proposed APl scores for the 
following: 

Proposed Metrics 
Besides the existing parameters, this paper proposes some new metrics which are significant too while 
evaluating an educator's overall work done. The 
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PARADIGM SHUFT IN INDIA'S 

CULTURALDIPLOMACY 

Dr. Proggya Ghatak* 

ABSTRACT 

Cultural diplomacy is a salient dimension ofa country's soft 

power. The international impact of India's soft power was felt long 
before the term found place in popular parlance in the 21st century. 

Indian arts, culture and spiritualism have attracted people from all 

around the world for centuries. A new waves in the area of Indian 

diplomacy by combining new elements of soft power, Five 

cornerstones of foreign policy namely-Samman (dignity), Samvaad 

(dialouge), Samriddhi (shared prosperity), Suruksha (regional and 

global security), and Sanskriti evam Sabhayata (Cultural and 

civilizational links), have been espoused and enmeshed with the 

broader economic goals of the country. The recent foreign policy 
clearly aims at, among many other things, building an Asian Century 
on the basis of "vikasvaad' that would bring peace and stability to 

the continent. The largest continent in the world, Asia, has not only 
been experiencing unprecedented economic growth and innovation 

but is also vulnerable to the occurrence of major conflicts. Cultural 

bonding can be one of the ways to prevent conflict and promote 

peace. Indian cultural diplomacy seeks to spread the message of 

peace, brotherhood, co-existence and prosperity. Indian spirituality 

has had a global presence since a long time. This intrinsic pluralismn 
is one of the main reasons why Indian cultural actors both 

governmental and non-governmental display an attachment to the 

practice of international culural relations principally as an end in 

itself. Indian society is thus well versed historically in international 

cultural relations; while the country's open and democratic political 
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13 
Issues and Problems in 

Agricultural Development: 
A Study on the Farmers of 

West Bengal 
Arun Makal, Abhradip Banerjee, Avik Roy, 

Suman Hazra and Krishnendu Polley 

Introduction 

Agriculural development is one of the most talked about issues as a 
major portion of our population is still engaged with the agricultural 
industry. The widespread modernization of agriculture, development of 

many modern techniques and improvement in farm productivity all are 
he basic characteristics of agricultural development (CSSC, 1974: Bhalla 
& Tyagi. 1989). 

Due to this reason most of the strategies of development even with 
its focus on diflerent domains often emphasize upon rapid agricultural 
development in general and its modernisation in particular. The prime 
economic objective of agricultural development is to conribute to 
increased per capita incomes. Moreover, agricultural development 
promotes the proper conditions for farming so that planting, harvesting 
and processing of crops can be done effectively, which ultimately can 

reduce poverty and save lives (Mellor, 1966). Undoubtedly, such an 
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therhood is 
considered 

as the best gift of nature to the woman. 

Moreover, 
the 

men are 
considered as the natural 

homemaker 
and a family 

builder 
whereas the 

ildren are 
considered 

as the future of the nation. So under the parental care, a 

ild not only 
attains its physical 

maturity 
but also 

becomes 
humanized 

and 

cialized. 
Socialization 

is the process by which a child learns to become the 

ture 
member of a society 

where the growing 
infant has to learn the ways of the 

ulture into which it is born and gradually 
becomes a 

'self-aware, 
knowledgeable' 

erson, 
a social being (Mayer, 1970). During the first year, 

this very 
important 

orocess 
of primary 

socialization 
takes place in a child's life in which a child 

develops 
language, 

individual identity, the learning of 
self-control and cognitive 

skills. Within this period, a child also learns the 
internalization 

of moral standards, 

appropriate 
attitudes, 

motivations 
and a basic 

understanding 
of social roles 

Hagedorn, 
1983). The intra family relationship plays a very 

vital role to a 
human 

child in its 
socialization 

process 
where mother has to play the crucial role. So in 

order to secure the 
socialization process, 

children need special care and proper 

attention from their mothers for the sake of survival of the whole society. 

Traditionally, 
women 

were 
confined within the four walls of the home to 

perform their duties as dutiful wives and loving 
mothers. They neither showed 

nor were expected to show any 
interest in the outer world. But in the present day 

context, due to the change in 
socio-economic 

conditions of our sOciety, 
women 

- both the unmarried and the married with children - are forced to work outside 

the home to give their children and family a better life and sometime also to earn 

the bread which is a very 
common 

phenomenon in an urban setting. Thus, one 

may find a large number of working 
mothers engaged in the labour force. 

Women's role and position, at present in this new situation are, theretore, 

ambivalent which is typical in a state of transition. Neither the working mother, 

their husband and other relatives, nor the society in general are clear and definite 

about their roles in this particular 
situation. So far as the status and role of 

tate 
r he was 
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Part of the Eungal Biology book series (FUNGBIO) 

Abstract 

Since ancient time, mushrooms have been 

cultivated and used as food owing to their nutritive 

and medicinal value. They are very popular, 
especially in the eastern countries where they are 

recognized as natural and healthy food. The 

advances in research on mushroom breeding and 

production are highly constrained compared to 

other crops due to our lack of previous knowledge 
in mushroom genetics. Proper knowledge of the 

identification of edible mushrooms is essential for 

effective exploration of human benefits. 

Identification of wild mushrooms is difficult 

considering visual and/or metabolic approaches. 
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Chapter 
1249 Accesses 16 Citations 

Abstract 

Environmental stress is one of the major threats 

affecting the living world. The most crucial function 

of plant is to induce different regulatory self-

defence pathways in response to stress. Abiotic 

stresses such as drought, high temperature and 

salinity cause rapid depletion of cellular water 

leading to loss of crops and agricultural 
productivity worldwide. On exposure to these 

prevalent stresses, plant accumulates several 

polyhydroxylic compounds and zwitterionic 
alkylamines commonly known as osmolytes or 
compatible solutes. These are low molecular weight 
water soluble compounds providing stress 
tolerance when accumulated without hindering 
cellular mechanisms. Genes involved in the 

https./link.springer.com/chapter/10.1007/978-81-322-2616-1_7 
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ABHIJNANASAKUNTALAM 

INTRODUCING KALIDASA 

Asura Taraka in Kumarasambhavam, which is 
The exact dates of events surounding the 

public accomplishments and private sphere taken to be an allusion to the invading forces o 

of Kalidasa's life are not definitely known. 

Factual data pertaining to the life and times of Malwa from Sind. A third possible contentiom 
the Sakas who were making steady inroads inta 

locates Kalidasa at a time around fourth and fifth 
Kalidasa are not easily available, and often, it is 

up to the scholars of literary history to surmise 
information about such distant Indian past from 

their readings of ancient texts and their attempts 

at reconstructing the past from the clues available 

therein. Vagueness still surrounds the exact place 

of Kalidasa's birth. Though his works throw up defeating the Sakas. In the light of this theory 

everal claims that he spent much of his time in Kumarasambhava' as mentioned by Kalidas= 

Uijayini and Malwa, the birthplace of Kalidasa could very well refer to Kumaragupta, the son a 

has often been debated with Bengal, Kashmir, Samudragupta, and the horse sacrifice mentionee 

Vidarbha, Vidisha and Uijayini being some of the in Raghuvamsa could be a rite observed by the 

leading contenders. 
Common assumptions forwarded by critics 

about Kalidasa include the belief that he was 

century AD. when Chandragupta II was on the 

rs such as Sir William Jones were throne. Schol 
of the opinion that it was the same Chandragupt= 

I who patronized Kalidasa around 400 A.D 

who took the title of Vikramaditya afte 

great Gupta king Samudragupta. 
Though the exact number of works by Kalidas= 

cannot be claimed with any certainty, scholar= 

unanimously attribute seven works definitivel 
to the master poet Mahakavi Kalidasa. These 

a court poet and a Brahmin, who had a vast 

knowledge of the Vedas, Hindu rituals, religious 

symbolism and mythology. Some critics are include: 

convinced that Kalidasa had travelled far and 

wide, a reflection of which was to be found in his 
Plays: 
1. Malavikagnimitram ("Malavika an 

works such as Raghuvamsa and Meghadutam. Agnimitra") 
It was conjectured from a reading of Kalidasa's 

early play Malavikagnimitram that he lived in the 
court of Agnimitra Sunga at Uijayini as the play of Sakuntala") 

offers a rare instance of mentioning the ruling 

Sunga king Agnimitra. Some topical references 

in another play by Kalidasa, viz. Raghuvamsa, 
such as the horse sacrifice of Vasumitra, help to 

consolidate this claim of a possible dating which 

states that the great poet lived around 150 B.C. 

A second theory propoSed oy e of the Classical Indian. 

2. Vikramorvasiyam ("Urvasi Won by Valour 
3. Abhijnanasakuntalam (°The Recognitio 

Epic poems or "Mahakavyas': 
4. Kumarasambhava ("The Birth of Kumar" 
5. Raghuvamsa ("The Lincage of Raghu'") 

Poems: 
6. Meghaduta ("The Cloud-Messenger") 

7. Rtusamhara ("The Gathering of Seasons" A second theory proposed by a section of critics 
is that Kalidasa lived around the time of the Classical Indian Drama: Some Key Concepts 

reign of Vikramaditya, who ruled Ujjain from 58 J.A.B. Van Buitenen writes in Two Plays 
B.C. onwards. This second theory finds its basis Ancient India (New York: Columbia Universit 
in Kalidasa's reference to demonic potency of Press, 1968) of the high position and immens 



rus and involved 

Greek New POT OF GOLD iric mode, and 

focus shifted fro THE BEGINNINGS OF cOMEDY 
the lives of comm 

The history of Comic Drama in Classical disgrace not productive of pain, destructiom 
erits. The role oft 

longer occupied 
dhd in Cireek Old E 

Greece and Rome is not a well-documented 
one. Evidence suggests that Susarion, who 

beonged to the Greek 
was the cartiest known comic poct in Grecce. 
Aristotle was of the opinion that the earliest roots 
of comedy could be traced back to the Greek 

harm to others; the comic mask, for instance, 

excites laughter, is something ugly and dist 
without causing pain. It is laughable becaus 
is disgraceful. To Aristotle, sexual humour 

essential to comedy. Aristotle hailed comedy 
one of the original four genres of literature 

towns of Megarion and Sicyon, where they other three being tragedy, epic poetry andd 
evolved out of phallic processions at agrarian poctry) which was necessary in the formatio 

ource of intermitien 
town of Megarion, 

comedy used ston 

their plots events 

henian society. 

ywrights of this ti 
of the chorus in fa 

sed masks and them 
rituals. typically involving coarse humour and 
sexual profanity. This "pleasurable obscenity', 
as Cornfield terms it, could then be seen as a 

possible source of 'agon' or conflict, a symbolic 
dialogue out of which emerged Old Comedy. 
Thus, Comedy evolved into a secularised version 
of a religious folk practice with two clearly opposed comedy for it excited laughter in 1 
defined structural parts: the 'agon' which sets 
up two opposing parties in a struggle in which 
the protagonist customarily wins, and a 'komos' 
or victory procession led by a band of revellers 
to celebrate the hero's victory over his adversary. to the formation of the ideal Republic. 

These religious festivals were usually held in 
spring, in the honour of Dionysus, the Greek God 
of fertility. and the ribald songs and comic banter 
which accompanied such festive occasions often 
sang praises of Phales, a close aide of Bacchus. exponents was Aristophanes (446- 386 B 
These songs sung by members of the comus 
(or komos) came to be termed 'comoedia', or 
Comedy. The muse of Comedy was Thalia. 

According to Aristotle in his Poetics, comedy, presented no public figure on stage. Also, 
liketragedy is an attempt at mimeticrepresentation thematic concem of Middle Comedy was 

of life, but while tragedy aims at 'an imitation 
of an action that is admirable, complete and institutions and general human shortcomi 

possesses magnitude', comedy is an imitation 
of inferior men, i.e. men worse than the average and 4 B.C. would at times parody pop 
(tragedy, on the other hand, is an imitation of men tragic plays by Sophocles, Homer and e 

better than the average). However, the characters Aeschylus. This form of comedy lasted till Ph 
portrayed in comedies are not worse than average of Macedonia invaded Athens. What follo 
in every way, only insofar as they are Ridiculous, was Greek New Comedy which lasted till ab 
which is a species of the Ugly. The Ridiculous 260 B.C. When comedy became established a 

may be defined as a mistake, deformity or branch of drama (by Aristotle's time), it feature 

the ideal state, as it evoked happiness. 
Plato's approach to Comedy was very diffe 

from that of Aristotle. While the latter belie 
in the corrective power of comedy and its ab 

to express political sentiments without cou 
danger from the authorities, the former str 

The history of Ram 

day through the wra 
was when the RRoe 

B.C. that they 
genius of Greck 

mans were adapt 

introducing into 
aracters and eves and caused them to abandon the rationality 

self-restraint that came with learning, the 
inviting self-destruction. Plato advocated 
comedy was best avoided as it was not condue 

diences to identi 
etting of the plays 
eywrights used 

play and added 
During its carliest days, Greek Old Com 

often showed actors smearing their faces 
lees of wine in place of masks.Such com 
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MAHABHARATA 

FAMILY TREE OF THE KURU-DYNASTY 

Kuru (ancestor) 

Däsa (afishernan)6 sen�rations 

Thesaint Parâsara x Satyâvati --x Kins Säntanu x Gangâ 

Grandfather Bhisma «childess on oathd 

The young deceased Vicitravirya x Ambikâ & Ambâlikâ 
Naidservant) 

sûdri x Vyâsa, author Veda'-

The wise Vidura the blind Dhritarâstra Mâdri -x- Pându x Kunti (Prthâ) 

Ghandhâri-x . xSurya Gungod) 

Karna 
Indra Vayu Dharma 

THE PÄNDAVAS 
The two Asvins 

DE KAURAVA'S: 
hundred brothers 

led by 

Duryodhana 
Okilled in the battle) Draupadí Draupadi 

Nakula Sahadeva Arjuna Bhima Yudhisthira 
Draupadi Draupadi 

X X X 

Satânika Srutakarma Srutasena Prativindhya 

Draupadi Subhadrâ ckxishna's sister) lûpi Citrângadâ 

Srutakirti Abhimanyu x Utthara Irâvân Babhruvahana 

Parikchit (the enperor) x Irâvatî 

Janamejaya 

SUMMARY OF THE BOOK OF THE ASSEMBLY HALL 

The Building of the Assembly Hall 

The sage Vaisampayana narrated to King Janamejay the events that led 

to the Pandavas' acquisition of Indraprastha and finally their exile from 

their land. 
He told of Maya the Danava who wanted to express his gratitude 

to Arjuna for saving him from the great fire of the Khandava forest. 



OEDIPUS REX 

DETAILED SUMMARY 

The play opened with Oedipus the king addressing the people of Thebes 

like a father. The people had gathered in front of the palace gates with 

traditional offerings to ask for his help. Oedipus observed that the city 

stank of incense and echoed with cries of mourning. He asked an elderly 

priest why they were so afraid and vowed to help however he could. 

The priest said that a devastating plague had struck the city. The 

men of Thebes- young and old were praying for a cure on their knees in 

the city squares and the temples of Athena and Apollo. The plague was 

killing cattle and crops, unborm babies and their mothers.|It was like a 

bolt of lightning from a god of fever and under its effect Thebes seemed 

like a ship in a storm about to sink. 

The priest also revealed how in the past Oedipus had saved the city 

from the monster Sphinx by solving its riddle without anyone's help. 

The people believed he could do so because he was blessed by the gods. 

After he became king he resolved many crises. He dealt with the gods 

in person and found solutions to the everyday problems of his people. 

He was not a god himself yet was experienced enough to rescue the city 
from this terrible disease. 

After such a plea Oedipus declared that he knew about the troubles 

of his people. He had felt all their pain and after a lot of thought had sent 

his brother- in-law Creon to the temple of Apollo at Delphi, He would 

talk to the Oracle and find a cure. Oedipus promised to obey the Oracle. 

When Creon returned from the temple with good news Oedipus 

ordered him to tell Apollo's words to the people. The god had said that 

the plague was caused by the unsolved murder of Laius-the king before 

Oedipus. The murderer was still in the city. To end the plague he had too 

be found and driven out. 

Long ago Laius and his men were attacked by a gang of thieves on 

their way to Apollo's temple. Only one man had survived to tell the 

tale. The city however did not have the chance to investigate the murder 

because it was already under attack by the Sphinx. 

Oedipus found it difficult to believe that a thief could be brave and 

reckless enough to plan and kill a king. He thought that there were other 

people in Thebes who had helped the thief. He decided to find these 
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Introduction 

Anthropometry refers to metric measurement ot morphologica: 

traits of man that is generally measured externally (Ulijaszek and 

Kerr, 1999). Anthropometric measurements are used to assess tne 

S1Ze, proportions and composition of human body objectively, which 

18 inexpensive, non-invasive and universally applicable method for 

studying human variation (WHO, 1995). Many studies have indicatec 

several influencing factors like age (Roy and Pal, 2003), sex (Fuster 

et al., 1998), ethnicity (Lear et al.. 2007). altitude (Majumder et a 

1986), geographical regions (Majumder et al., 1990) socio-economie 

condition (Malina et al., 1983) including occupation (Damon and 

Mckarland, !955) on anthropometric traits. 
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PREFACE 

A great amount of intellectual resources has been handed-down by 
earlier generations to the next one. Later thinkers carry forwarded this 
tradition by criticising, rejecting, developing. or replacing with new 
ideas. Many philosophical ideas and movements appeared, flourished, 
lost their forces, became senescent, even died; but they left marks on 
the history of philosophy. So, it is not an easy task to write something 
on some philosophical issues, as the writer is supposed to have at least a 
synoptic view of all the historical stages of development of the particular 
idea. But it is equally impracticable to incorporate every part and parcel 
of thousands year old multitudes of knowledge system. This is why 

writers and researchers have to limit their focus only on some particular 
problem or problems in a particular historic-philosophic context. But 
their choices from innumerable options are not quite arbitrary; rather 
they surely have some rational justification in favour of it. 
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dated back in 6th century BC. Though achieving with only small steps 
forward at first, philosophy in ancient Greece flowered rapidly during 
and after the time of Socrates (469-399 BC). This man singlehandedly 
transformed the method and subject matter of philosophy, which were 
hitherto unsystematic bits and pieces of occasional academic endeavour. 
Plato and Aristotle, following Socratic footsteps, reached the farthest 
corner of speculation and left so deeper impact on Western intellect world 
that the spirits of Plato and Aristotle have haunted Western philosophy 
throughout the history; and even in the present day many philosophical 
ideas and issues can be traced back in their writings. 
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During the Middle Ages, it is hard to find anyone who considered 
himself as a philosopher, whose concerns were purely philosophical, or 

who composed purely philosophical works. Medieval authors from west 
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in theological issues. For them, the philosophers were the ancients. eg 
Plato and Aristotle and some of Islamic thinkers: Avicenna (980-1037) 

and Averroes (1126-1198). So, there are relatively few works produced 
in this period that can be considered, in the strict sense, philosophical. 
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Kant's Transcendental ldealism: Concept and Challenges 93 
of sensibly and the categories of understanding is actually responsible 
for knowledge of objects. Thus, as consciousness represents the objects 
of experience, it may be labeled as 'idealism'. It is necessary to note 

that he used the term 'transcendental' which must not be confused with 

Kant's Transcendental Idealism: 
transcendent' precisely means 'passing beyond all experience'. Kant 

himself said 'the word: transcendental - whose signification, which 

I indicated so many times, was not once caught by the reviewer dosee 

Govt. 
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DegreefCollege 
indicas 

aid 

Singur, Hooghly 

Concept and Challenges WBES 

colenot signify something that surpasses all experience, but something that 
Saikat Bandyapadhyay 

Associaté Professor 

Immanuel Kant, the most influential philosopher of all time, 

framed Transcendental Idealism', the doctrine about the nature of the 

objects of our knowledge, in his philosophical jourmey. But during 

systemization of his critical philosophy he refuted "idealism' as wel. 

Frederick Copleston, the writer of 'History of Philosophy' mentions-

Both editions of the Critique of Pure Reason contain a refutation of 

idealism'. The question may naturally be aroused here - how did he 

accept "Transcendental Idealism' at the same time when he had refuted 

Idealism in his philosophy? In what sense did he advocate transcendental 

idealism which poles apart from idealism? Is it not an inconsistency? 

indeed precedes experience ( a priori)". In other words, 'transcendental' 

does not signify something passing beyond all experience but something 

that indeed precedes it a priori, but that is intended simply to make 

cognition of experience possible. Clearly, Kant's transcendental idealism 

refers to that theory which asserts that object of knowledge depends 

on our cognitive faculties of our mind and such cognitive faculties are 

independent of experience but at the same time must be applicable to all 

possible cognitive experience relating objects. To quote Henry, E. Alison 

Kant's idealism is transcendental in the sense that it is grounded in a 

reflection upon the conditions of the possibility of such cognition. What 

makes it a form of idealism is the thesis that these conditions, henceforth 

to be called "epistemic conditions," reflect the structure of the mind 

rather than the nature of a pregiven reality". 

If we glimpse through Kant's philosophy attentively we see he used 

the term idealism' in a different sense from traditional usage when he 

went for 'transcendental idealism'. Ordinarily 'idealism' is the doctrine 

holding that the reality is fundamentally mental in nature" and the entire 

universe is an extension of mind or ideas. The doctrine further advocates 

From above discussion it is clear that in Kantian thought 'idealism' 

used in "Transcendental Idealism' has different connotation from that of 

traditional sense. It does not intend to assert that there are only human 

mind and its ideas. Transcendental Idealism claims that the objects we 

are concerned as conformed to the conditions of our faculties of mind, are 

not things-in-themselves, are actually appearances. So, our knowledge is 

limited to appearance or phenomena only. We have no knowledge of 

things-in-themselves or noumenon which lies behind the phenomenal 

world or world of appearances. Neither through inner sense nor outer 

sense we have knowledge of things-in-themselves. He said Things in 

themselves are not known, because we have no intuition of them'. By 

both sense, i.e. inner and outer, we get only representations and those 

representations give us appearance. External objects, according to 

this theory, are nothing but a species of representation and labeled as 

appearances, and as a representation they exist in us. But from this we 

must not deny the reality of things-in-themselves. Kant held that although 

things in themselves are not known by us we can very well think of 

them and assert their being. Thinking is not identical with Knowing. 

Thinking is confined in thought or idea. But in case of Knowing we need 

intuition along with ideas. Kant offered an argument in favour of the 

that the outer object or thing-in-themselves, have no real existence; these 

are nothing but collection of sensory ideas. For example, a flower is simply 

a collection of sensory ideas as we are immediately aware of when we 

perceive it. But the question may appear in what sense he used 'idealism 

in 'transcendental idealism'. It is called idealism because Kant believed 

that object of experience is conditioned by a priori forms of our mind and 

in cognitive situation objects must conform to knowledge. Kant observed 

that there are two faculties of mind- sensibility and understanding. Space 

and time, being the a priori forms of sensibility, intuits objects. While 

understanding with his certain peculiar forms of categories, synthesizes 

intuited manifolds and makes knowledge of objects possible. But he 

advocated that both forms of sensibility and the categories are ultimately 

based on the unity of self-consciousness, termed as "Transcendental 

Unity of Apperception'. This self-consciousness along with the forms 

Assistunt Professor Singur Government College 

Singur, Hoogniy 



matca 

Language & Reality 

ISBN: 978-81-935793-5-0 
First Publication: JULY 2018 

Cover Page design by: Kishore Biswas 
Editorial Preface 

It gives me immense pleasure to edit the voBume entitled 
LANGUAGE & REALITY, containing sixteen articies on different 
aspects of philosophy. Though the topics are centered on 

philosophy, the discussions are inter-disciplinary, and I am 
ambitious about the fact that it will enrich the readers of different 

Language & Reality Edited by Dr. Sujit Kumar Mondal Published by Biplab Bhattacharjee, Scholar Publications, 
Karimganj, Assam, India. 

Printed at: 
Scholar Publications, Karimganj, Assam, India Website: http://www.scholarpublications.in 

Email: pub@scholarpublications.in disciplines with distinctive insights and self-scrutinized opinions of the authors. I hope that, the volume will inspire them to find out solutions of different problems of the society like morality, religion, and philosophy in their own wars. 

Dr. Sujit Kumar Mondal 
250 This Book is available in these online stores For convenience the papers are divided into two sections as per the subject-matter of the paper. 

amazon.in Schotarpubiicanons g 
Sections-1: Philosophy of Morals 

The views and contents of this bok are soiely of the authors. This 
book is being sold on the condition and understanding that its 
contents are merely for information and reference and that 
neither the author nor the publishers, Printers or Sellers of this 
book are engaged in rendering legal, accounting or other professional service. 
The publishers believe that the contents of this book do not 
violate any existing copyright/intellectual property of others in 
any manner whatsoever. However, in the event the author has 
been unable to track any source and if any copyright has been 
inadvertently infringed, please notify the publisher in writing for 
corrective action. 
All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced 
or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronics, 
mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise without the 
prior written permission of the copyright owner. 

a. Can Euthanasia be Morally Permissible? From Utillitarian Perspective 
Koyel Ghosh, Assistant Professor of Philosophy b. The Role of Indian Women in Environmental Conservation An Analysis. 

Aditi Patra (Nee Ray) 
c. Naitikater vitterupa Karmavada Barun Mondal 

Sections-2: Philosophy of language and Reality a. Normative Ethics and Swami Vivekananda Saikat Bandyopadhyay. 
b. Swamijir sikshadarsa o Bartaman Swamaj Joyeeta Mukherjee 

2 2 



Normative Ethics and Swami Vivekananda Saikat Bandyapadhyay 

In this paper we shall compare his ethical view to that of some 

popular theories of Normative ethics that have directly or 

indirectly been discussed in his writings and we shall also see 

Vivekananda's contribution in field of Normative Ethics. 
Normative Ethics and Swami Vivekananda We know normative ethics, one of the divisions of ethics, iss 

concerned with the criteria of what is morally right or wrong. It 

includes the formulation of moral rules that have direct 
implications for what actions, institutions and ways of life should 
be like. Theory of normative or prescriptive ethics observes how 

people should act. Mainly normative ethics has been considered in 
this paper on the basis of two main theories viz.. Deontologcal 
theory and Teleological theory. Deontological theory, as advocated 

by Immanuel Kant and others, explains the relationship between 

duty and morality in terms of rules. In Deontological theory an 

action is said to be morally good because of some characteristic of 
the action itself, not because the product of the action is good. On 
the other hand Utilitarianism or Teleological ethics is the theory 
that judges moral obligation on the basis of what is good or 
desirable as an end to be achieved. Now, we will try to examine 
Vivekananda's position in the light of these theories. 

Saikat Bandyapadhyay 
From the beginning of history human beings have always 

attempted to improve their lives and to be civilized has meant 
being more rational in attitude and more perfect in conduct. But 
animal instinct has restrained him from doing the right thing. 
People, by and large, act or tend to act out of anger, hatred, 

disliking, enmity, etc, which goes against humanity in most cases. 

As a matter of fact, people in general do not know what to do or 
what to choose to perform at the right moment which has 
conformity with morality. As a result thereof, we commit mistakes 
in everyday life unwillingly and unknowingly, and our actions 
become more or less unethical. So, we mnust have a guideline 
which would show us the path of just actions and righteousness. 
We need some principle which may abstain us from committing 
erroneous or immoral acts. Ethics provides with a guideline or 
frames such principles which help us set aside the animal instinct 
and do the right thing at the appropriate time. 
Swami Vivekananda, the cyclonic monk, is not an ethicist in the 
true sense of the term. He formulates no ethical theory of his own. 
But he is, undoubtedly, very much aware of the importance of 
morality in life which according to him, makes the foundation of 
life. The basis of all system, social or political, rests upon the 
goodness of men'' - he asserts. In fact Vivekananda gives much 

importance on morality for spiritual development of an individual. 
He suggests us to be "moral' or rather 'strictly moral' which would 
ultimately help us to be pure and this is how elevation of the 
masses can also be made possible. 

The term 'deontology' is a classical Greek term which means 
Science of duty, in other words, the study of what one ought to do. 
In deontological ethics an action is considered morally good 
because of some characteristic of action itself, not because the 
product of the action is good. 

In order to make out the nature of deontological theory, features 
of teleological theories which stand in contrast are to be taken into 

account. Teleological theory gives priority to good over the right. 
The good is defined as the end or purpose of every human action. 
The greatest happiness for the greatest number'-is a famous 

example. The question is does one's action maximize happiness for 
the greatest number? If so, is it the right thing to do? Thus 

according to teleological theories. such as consequentialism, 
Associate Professor 
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Brief Overview: 

Emotions in today's world can no longer be compartmentalized as 

something solely inner and hence designated as private, individual, 

subjective or perhaps even 'real'. Efforts are visible in manipulating 

externally the basic human emotions. The mind and the body become 

inextricably enmeshed being the site of convergence of internally 

generated emotions and externally provoked emotions. The mind is 

entrapped in a constant state of confusion when 'emotional satiation' is 

mostly jumbled with 'consumptional satiation'. Inner mechanisms of 

combating and overcoming states of emotional turmoil in this transient 

period appears difficult when the social cushions are least operative, the 

easiest way to manipulate happiness or sense of liberation is achieved 

through consumption. In the urban context consumption turns out as a 

necessity when manipulation acts as an 'external constant". 

interplay of various socio-economic forces operate to make emotions 

vulnerable to manipulative channels to make consumption a necessity is 

brought under sociological analysis in this paper. 
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Emotions to begin with can be defined as a strong feeling deriving from 

one's circumstances, moods or relationships with others and generally 
can be classified following Paul Ekman as: fear, anger, sadness, happiness 
surprise and disgust. So talking about emotions it is quite clear that it 

remains embedded in one's circumstances, moods and relationships so 

disembeddment, as in terms of repairing or renewal of these conditions 
ihat caused the emotional turmoil are ideally considered conditions for 

confusion. This situation cause 
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IT Is No FrEEdoM 

Pradip Bauri 

My Master's son called out to me and said, 

"Hey Haran, tomorrow's Independence Day-
Our day of liberation, no need to come to work. 
How do I even begin to describe, Sir, 
The excitement that coursed through my veins? 
I spent a sleepless night, wondering, resolving 
That witness for myselfI must 
This grand day of Freedom. 
In the morning, I rubbed my eyes, 
And rushed to the inarket square, 
-the very same place where, Id heard, 
Crowds would gather to celebrate this day of emancipation. 
Ispeak the truth, Sir, what I saw shocked me into disbelief-
Upon the sharp pointy edge of a shiny bamboo pole 
Fluttered a tri-coloured strip of ragged cloth. 
Alas! Was this then the cherished symbol of our pride, our 
National Flag? 

Guarding my face from the arrogance of the mighty Sun 
I stared upwards, intently looking at the flag-
Till I felt dizzy, and imagined thatI was 

Reeling to the diurnal rbythm of the earth. 
A voice inside me reared its head in irrepressible protes 

E taw Azadi Loy (Santhali) 
Translator: Parama Basu 

From Satabarsher Bangla Dalit Sahitya, edited by M. M. Biswas & 

Pramanick, published by Chathurtha Dunia, Kolkata in 2011. The p. 
reveals how Independence of India appears futile to the Dalit people. 
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THE QUESTION: A SHaFT OF STEEL 

Kalipada Mani 

Achild's cry drifts in dawn and dusk 
Along the footpaths-
"Six rupecs a kilo sir. fresh cucumbers 

Come and get them while you can" 
The sing-song of childhood-
An echo of lessons in primary school. 

Two twos are four 
Three twos are six. 

I linger by his side for a momeut-
Sans shirt he is, his patched pant 
Faded and filthy. 
lis mother on her haunches ncarby 
Combs grey hair for lhce. 
I ask out of the blue 
"Wliy doesn't he go to school?" 

The crone hisses in hitile rage 
Iler question flies, a shaft of stee.-

Who's gonna feecd thhe family?" 
"You? Wiy can't you answer?" 

The world spins on. gagged and muted 
Sans answer. 
The child's cries, a sing-songot 
Six nipees a kilo. sir, fresh cucumbers!" 

Prosner Frer Ispat (Bengal1) 
Transtators: Aparna Das & Sanprikta Pal 
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Swami Vivekananda Vivekananda on 
Understanding Swami Vivekananda: 

Caste System and Shudra Uprear Rethinking Indian Thought in the 21* Century 2019 

Jati' or Creation. If the diversified character ceases to exist, the whole of the 

creation will be demolished. 2 

In course of his discussion of caste, Vivekananda has asserted that 

casteism is the basis of Jati' which ultimately re-produces social welfare. In 

Vedic religion, one's own characteristics are considered as originating from 

one's capacity and position. Vivekananda has referred to this concept as 

follows: "The Jati-dharma that is the dharma enjoyed according to different 

castes-the Swadharma, that is one's own dharma or set of duties prescribed 

for man according to his capacity and position- which is the very basis of 

Vedic religion and Vedic society."3 

Chapter 4 

Swami Vivekananda on Caste System and Shudra Uprear 

Therefore, Vivekananda has, once again, stood for social development 

in conformity with basic elements of each Varna and jati. "Human society is, 

in turn, governed by four castes- the priests, the soldiers, the traders, and the 

labourers"" he asserts. He further says "it is possible to form a state in which 

the knowledge of the priest period, the culture of the military, the distributive 

spirit of the commercial, and the ideal of equality of the last (the Shudras) can 

all be kept intact, minus their evils, it will be an ideal State"5 

Saikat Bandyapadhyay' 

Introduction 
Swami Vivekananda, the cyclonic monk, is very much aware of social 

structuralism. By his master's advice, he does not confine himself in a cave in 

order to get his own impunity. Rather he is very much involved in the 

happenings of society and imparts valuable opinion on Caste System which 

supposed to be the backbone of a society. Vivekananda's views seem to be 

contradictory because he does not advocate to wipe out casteism though evils 

of the system have strongly been opposed by him. He has asserted, 'Caste is a 

In his booklet 'Prachya & Paschtya' he admits the necessity of qualitative 

caste-system instead of heredity. "I admit that the qualitative caste- system in 

the primary one; but the pity is qualities yield to birth in two or three 

generations."6 Vivekananda has reminded us that hereditary caste or 'Jati' 

actually does not express the nature of the caste-system; in the real sense of it, 

it is based on the inner nature or quality of individuals. 
very good thing. Caste is the plan we want to follow'1, Yet, he does not 

support injustice based on the caste system. In this context, we would like to 

analyze how Vivekananda does overcome the problem of this apparent 
It may be mentioned here that by qualitative caste-system, Vivekananda 

does not mean 'class. As a matter of fact, the class does not specify qualitative 

features, rather favours distinctions based on professional or economic 

distinctiorn. According to the Marxist theory, the class is related to the system 

of production, but Vivekananda's concept of Jati-dharma' is related to 

individual qualities. He has pointed out three qualities viz Sattva, Rajas& 

Tamas. He thinks that the dominant character of some quality specifies the 

identity of an individual. He says, "As there are three gunas- sattva, Rajas and 

Tamas- so there are gunas which show a man to be Brahmana, Kshatriya, 

Vaishya or a Shudra."" He has further said, 'one can't be a Brahmana if he is 

born in a Brahmin family. Brahmanatva is to be acquired. He has written to 

his boyhood friend Priyanath with deep regret "The Brahmana Caste and the 

contradiction. 

It appears from the lectures and writings of Vivekananda that he 

accepts the diversified character of the social system prevailing in the East. 

Shankariprasad Basu has said, 'According to Vivekananda, the first and 

foremost concept of creation is the concept of casteism. Diversity stands for 

Assistant Professor, Dept. of Philosophy, Govt. General Degree Cllege, Singur, University of Burdwan 

E. mail saikatb465@gmail.com 
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A Critical Analysis of Kants Moral Philosophy 

Saikat Bandyapadhyay* 

Introduction: 

Moral Philosophy is functionally a branch of philosophica 
endeavour that cultivates the human behaviour for ethical action. 
The term Moral Philosophy' has been derived from Mores 
in Latin, which signifies 'the traditional customs and ways of 
behaving that are typical of a particular society'. So, it is to be 
said that the subject matter of moral philosophy relates to human 

customs and ways of behaving. Moral Philosophy is often caliad 

Ethics which is derived from the Greek word "Ethos' meann 
character or disposition. Whether it is Moral Philosophy or Ethis 

it contains the discussion of traditional customs or habits, or, In 

which men usually act. The study eagerly considers what seem 

habits. Thus 'Moral Philosophy' or 'Ethics' may 

other words, character of the masses based upon tne p 
principles on 

be right or wrong of those inciples i.e. the 
good or evil 

be defined as the 

of thos 

*Saikat Bandyapadhyay is an Assistant Professor of 
Philosophy, 

Goven 

General Degree College, Singur, West Bengal. 
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Abstract 

Recently, Deep Neural Network (DNN) architecture with 

a deep learning approach has become one of the 

robust techniques for time-series forecasting. Although 

DNNs provide fair forecasting results for the time-

series prediction, stil they are suffering from various 

challenges. Because most of the time-series data, 

especially the financial time-series data are 

multidimensional, dynamic, and nonlinear. Hence, to 

address these challenges, here, we have proposed a 

new deep learning model, Stacked Long Short-Term 

Memory (S-LSTM) model to forecast the multivariate 

time-series data. The proposed S-LSTM model is 

constructed by the stacking of multiple Long Short 
Term Memory (LSTM) units. In this research work, we 
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Abstract 

The stock trends prediction is the key interest area f 

the investors. If the successful stock trends prediction i 
achieved, then the investors can adopt a more 

appropriate trading strategy, and that can significantly 

reduce the risk of investment. But it is hard to predict 

the stock market due to the unpredictable fatal events 

called Black Swan events. In this work, we propose a 

deep learning framework to predict the daily stock 

market trends with the intent that our framework can 

predict the stock market even on the time periods of 

the Black Swan events. In this framework, the signals of 

various technical indicators along with the daily closing 

price of the stock market and other influencing stock 
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Abstract 

In recent times, due to urbanization, the electrical 

power demand has increased rapidly, and that increases 

the greenhouse gases. So, there is a demand for 

optimum utilization of electrical power and that 

enforces to build a smart energy-efficient building. And 

to utilize the electrical power more optimally and 

efficiently, a more accurate and intelligent demand 

forecasting technique is also essential. In this work, a 

smart building energy management system (SBEMS) 

architecture is proposed. In this context, we also 

propose a deep learning model to forecast the electrical 

power demand based on weather conditions. The two 
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Abstract 

The variation and dependency on diverse parameters of 

time series data make predictions a very complicated 

process. Also, the effectiveness and efficiency for 

predicting the values of a time series are important in a 

variety of areas such as stock exchanges, natural 

language processing, and sensor networks. Artificial 

neural networks have been demonstrated to be 

valuable in such cases to predict the time series data. As 

recurrent neural network (RNN) is more suitable for 

predictions of sequential data, we are considering long 

short-term memory (LSTM) and gated recurrent unit 
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LEARNING MORE WITH 
RETRIEVAL? REVIEWING 

EFFECTIVENESS OF 
RETRIEVAL PRACTICES IN 

CLASSROOM LEARNING 

DR. SREEPARNA KAR 

Introduction 

obust body of research has successfully documented the role of retrieval practices in long term retention. A predominant question is whether they can prove to be useful in educational settings. The studies ranged from free-recall to multiple-choice tests, showed considerably favorable results when applied in classroom irrespective of feedback given or not. Fundamentally, "no-activity" or "restudy" was used as control condition in small number of studies where alternative control conditions were used results were inconclusive, raising the question of effectiveness of retrieval practice with respect to alternative strategies adopted in classroom. The huge evidential background still leaves some grey areas regarding the adoption of retrieval practices as an alternative learning strategy in educational settings. The article attempts to draw attention to all those factors thereby providing evidential back-up wherever required. 
Retrieval practice delivers itself as powerful technique in enhancement of learning, but strong evidence highlights its effectiveness beyond an assessment tool because of its worthiness 
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Abstract: 

he changes that we are witnessing in India as a consumer society are ven 
and very dramatic, and there are at least a dozen different factors tha 
contribute to these changes including the transformation of basic value s 

seem 

roduct:or 
and family structures. Consumption is intimately bonded with the creation and Drodie 

ongira 
of a sense of self and identity. Products bear increased importance than their on utility. Today there is no product which does not carry symbols of identity possessed the shopper knowingly or unknowingly. Taking this into account, thinking consumctoe as a means to create and recreate newer sense of self is a fallacy, but yet consumer thimis their consumption patterns are unique. So, the consumption process is on one hand creative process and on other a restrictive one. So, this consumption-based generationo self has nothing to do with what one is but more with where and with whom one belongs n a consumerist world the self is, constantly fluctuating to keep at par with language images and concepts defined by consumer culture. 

The paper makes an attempt to briefly discuss the effect of global consumersr which intrudes the social sphere, how it has considerably influenced the Indian cuiture and also stressing upon the psychoanalytical dimensions underlying consumption. Keywords: Consumerism, Culture, Self and Identity, Psychoanalytical perspeT Introduction 
Consumerism stands as the new motivator in this postmodern era. Consum mobilizes creation of a sense of self. It is true beyond debate that the products art wIth heightened significance than their primary utility. It is today practicaly im or any buyer knowingly or unknowingly to acquire a product without certain s 1dentity embedded in it. Knowing that consumption acts just to generale a st image is just a miniscule to the understanding, The consumer almost always us 

fallacy of believing that their consumption the society. It makes us think as being« nutshell consumption-based generation of: more with where and with whom one room for distinctiveness no matter T0ol for communication, to put across the message where peop 
structure. Jean Baudrillard (1995) expansion of his hyper real idea. Acc replication of reality and this 

1on patterns set them off as unique indhna creative but sets us into restrictive pras 
of self has nothing to do 
belongs or 

whatever is the case. Rather, consumption 

with what 
wants to belong. There S very 

htkk 

yithin socia 

talism is s claimed that consumerism/late cap ACCording to his perspective, our day-t0-08 
by 

generation replication process is perpetuated 
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ABSTRACT 

History and philosophy of science in Chemistry education have had conventional 

applications which have focussed on the teaching and learning of "History of Chemistry" 

For many decades now, teaching of science has been done through the adoption of the 

historical approach. Since this method stresses on the products of science as well as the 

evolution of its ideas, theorists say that this approach can enhance students 

comprehension of the nature of science. On the other hand, "Philosophy of Chemistry" 

has emerged as a separate arena and has explored the inferences of philosophy of 

chemistry for chemistry education. This chapter portrays the importance of "Philosophy 

of Chemistry" and the "History of Chemistry" towards chemistry education. 

Keywords: Chemistry; Education; History; Philosophy; Pedagogy 

INTRODUCTION 

Knowing the history and philosophy of any particular subject in science is an essential 

component of science education and recently it has garnered wider interest. Chemistry 

occupies a central position in science and it helps students to pursue a career in 

fundamental research, medicinal chemistry, industrial chemistry, food science, 

engineering and other related disciplines. Countless students have misconstrued 

approximately how chemistry expertise has spawned over time. Teachers of science 

ought to be thorough with the history of chemistry to facilitate the dispelling of these 

misconceptions. Students are offered with a practical photo of clinical research that 

strengthens their knowledge of the character of science when instructors can give an 

explanation for the history of scientists who have discovered new areas in science 

despite hindrances, have got this assistance and collaboration from compatriots to 

solve intricate problems and have developed upon their designs. This short history of 
chemical education suggests that history of science can influence the teaching of 
science solely when the desires of historians and the dreams of scientists are in 

agreement. Bequeathing students with theories without making them gain scientific 

inquiry thereby hindering the processes of constructing these principles is the tradition. 
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Woman Enough to Survive 

Sexuality, Revolt and Resistance in 
Kelly Sue DeConnick and Valentine DeLandro's 

comic book series Bitcb Planet 

ARIKTAM CHATTERJEE, SAMPRIKTA PAL 

Tn her article "Post-feminism and Popular Culture, Angela 
IMcRobbie argues how towards the beginning of the 1990s 
feminism dismantled itself largely in the hands of post-colonial 
feminists like Spivak, Mohanty, Donna Haraway and Judith Butler. 
This was the time when the body and the subject came as mere 
representative focal points of feminist interests replacing the more 
centralized power blocks of the State, patriarchy and law. This 
was also the time when feminist issues were widely cirulated in 
the media, leading to what she ironically calls a 'feminist success, 
creating an image of feminism becoming somewhat redundant. She 
also writes how critics like Charlotte Brundson had remarked on 
how feminism was 'canonized" by inclusion within the academic 

curriculum leaving itself open to criticism and therefore had to 
face up to the 'consequences of its own claim to representation and 

power which is manifest across the field of popular gender debate. 
This is the cultural space of post feminism. It is in this problematic 
space where feminism is ostensibly presented and publicized as a 
successful agenda that the traditional positioning of feminism vis-
à-vis the power structure that it wvants to challenge and dismantle 
had to be rethought. To consider it post-feminist would actually 
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A PHILOSOPHICAL STUDY ON THE SOCIAL POSITION OF WOMEN FROM ANCIENT PERIOD TO POST COVID-19 SITUATION 

Sutapa Mondal 
Assitant Profetsor of Phihuphy Goverument General Deyu (ollky, Sin 

Abstract 
Women empowerment is a common word to modern sociely. Fvery ratinal perun of post-modern era is thinking abont the socio-economic independena of women In the resent past it was a mere dream to women, bul recenth such a dream has been turned into reality. In our patriarchi society male gels aluas pecial prejerene in 

every sphere. Even in the famihes we discriminate betneen a gjrl child and a bveg vnld. 
Thongh there are no other differences between malk and femak eruapt the physical 
biological diference. These practices are continue lhrough andent agy. If e run bask 
into the andent period we may see there were so many exampler about the hamiiaton 
of women. In the ancient period men dominated women and torturd them in rarious 
way. Men also made their wives as a maid servant. In Manusanmhita, ve can 
Manu rejected the independence of women. We alo e how women were uud and 

humihated by men in the Great Epic Mahahbarala. There was no independena 
no resped or women in the anient period. Women uere treated ike a sutyat of 
amusement amd aso like a machine of produdtion of shild. "Putrartie kryate narya 
is oe of the popmlar dictunms of ancient shastras which dkharty means that women 

are needed onb for the sake of production of mak dild. In this paper I zonld lik 

to understand the recent trend of thinking abont women emponerment. At the some 
lime I am Irying to paint ont some problems related to women emponerment. Thas 

paper further would focus on the social position of women in soaety from the Vedi 

period to present mans covid-19 sitnation. 

Keywords: Andent period, orid-19, diserimination, independenca, women 

empowerment, 
In today's social life awareness about women empowerment is seen 

everywhere. Women of post-modern era arc frequently thinking abur 
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